SIRIUS - THE STAR OF SUCCESS 


Fixed Star Name : SIRIUS (Canicula) 
Graeco-Egyptian name was "the Brightly Radiating One" 

Location Name : alpha Canis major 
Apparent Magnitude : -1.46 Spectral Class : A1 
Right Ascension : 17h 41m 
Latitude : -39.36 
Declination (1900) : -16.35' 

Declination (2000) : -16.42' 

Longitudinal Position (in 1900) : 12 Cancer 42 
Longitudinal Position (in 2000) : 14 Cancer 05 
Its Planetary Nature : Jupiter - Mars 



A simulated image of Sirius A and B using Celestia (source : Wikimedia 

common) 




In 1844 German astronomer Friedrich Bessel deduced from changes in the 
proper motion of Sirius that it had an unseen companion.[31] Nearly two 
decades later, on January 31, 1862, American telescope-maker and 
astronomer Alvan Graham Clark first observed the faint companion, which 
is now called Sirius B, or affectionately "the Pup". 



The image of Sirius A and Sirius B taken by the Hubble Space Telescope. 
The white dwarf can be seen to the lower left.[56] The diffraction spikes 
and concentric rings are instrumental effects 

WHAT THE ASTRONOMERS AND ASTROLOGERS SAY ABOUT THE STAR 
SIRIUS 

Around 150 AD, the Hellenistic astronomer Claudius Ptolemy described 
Sirius as reddish, along with five other stars, Betelgeuse, Antares, 
Aldebaran, Arcturus and Pollux, all of which are clearly of orange or red 
hue 

Sirius, known in ancient Egypt as Sopdet (Greek: Sothis), is recorded in the 
earliest astronomical records. During the era of the Middle Kingdom, 
Egyptians based their calendar on the heliacal rising 
General influence of the star: According to Ptolemy it is of the nature of 
Jupiter and Mars and, to Alvidas, of the Moon, Jupiter and Mars. It gives 
honor, renown, wealth, ardor, faithfulness, devotion, passion and 
resentment, and makes its natives custodians, curators and guardians. It 
also gives danger of dog bites, and two examples of this effect will be 



found under Procyon. (Robson). 


General influence of the star: According to Ptolemy it is of the nature of 
Jupiter and Mars and, to Alvidas, of the Moon, Jupiter and Mars. It gives 
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found under Procyon. (Robson). 

Well connected, it promises fame, honors and riches. On the Ascendant and 
with Mars combined, Sirius can be quite dangerous, pushing ahead with too 
much ambition is then seen, resulting in dangers by injuries or attempts on 
the native's life. According to tradition, Sirius will give a famous death with 
honors beyond the grave, if positioned in the 8th house. In good aspect 
with Mars and Jupiter and close to the MC, promise is given of gaining 
extensive wealth, a lucky hand in commercial enterprise or matters of 
government. This star so placed is most excellent for military , lawyers and 
civil servants. Sirius in conjunction with the Sun and well placed in the 
chart will be found to be the case with numerous important and famous 
personalities. Possibly, the rise in station is made possible by protection 
from people of influence. (Ebertin). 

Regarded as a harbinger of fame. (Larousse Encyclopedia of Astrology). 
When Rising: 

Sirius (the Dog) will fashion unbridled spirits and impetuous hearts; it will 
bestow on its sons billows of anger, and draw upon them the hatred and 
fear of the whole populace. (The impetuosity of the speaker causes him to 
utter words before he has time to adapt them to grammar or logic). Their 
hearts start throbbing at the slightest cause, and when speech comes their 
tongues rave and bark, and constant gnashing imparts the sound of teeth 
to their utterance. Their failings are intensified by alcohol, which gives 
them strength and fans their savage wrath to flame. No fear have they of 
woods or mountains, or monstrous lions, the tusks of the foaming boar, or 
the weapons which nature has given wild beasts; they vent their burning 
fury upon all legitimate prey. Lest you wonder at these tendencies under 
such a constellation, you see how even the constellation itself hunts 
among the stars, for in its course it seeks to catch the Hare in front. 
(Manilus, book 5 of Astronomica, 1st century AD). 



If culminating: High office under Government giving great profit and 
reputation. (Robson). 


With Sun: Success in business, occupation connected with metals or other 
martial affairs, domestic harmony. If rising or culminating, kingly 
preferment. (Robson). 

With Moon: Success in business, influential friends of opposite sex, 
favorable for the father, good health, beneficial changes in home or 
business. If a malefic be with Scheat, death by fiery cutting weapons or 
from beasts. If Saturn be with the Moon, death by wild beasts or soldiers. 
(Robson). 

With Mercury: Great business success, help through influential people, 
worries unnecessarily, associated with the Church, physical defect through 
accident. (Robson). 

With Venus: Ease, comfort and luxury, extravagant, gain by inheritance. 
(Robson). 

With Mars: Courageous, generous, military preferment, work in connection 
with metals. (Robson). 

With Jupiter: Business success, journeys, help from relatives, 
ecclesiastical preferment. (Robson). 

With Saturn: Steady, reserved, diplomatic, just, persevering, high position 
through friends, favorable for home, gifts and legacies, domestic harmony. 
(Robson). 


With Uranus: Gain and prominence in Uranian matters, help from influential 
friends, gain through harmonious marriage, especially if male, sudden 
death. (Robson). 

With Neptune: Intuitional, occult interests, religious, good organizing 
ability, success in mercantile pursuits, banks or corporations, many 
influential friends, favorable for gain and domestic matters, natural death. 
(Robson) 



Sirius, the "Sparkling One" or the "Scorching One," also called the "Dog 
Star" and the "Nile Star," is the brightest of the fixed stars, the leader of 
the hosts of the heaven. The name of the star Sirius comes from the Greek 
meaning "searing" or "scorching," highly appropriate for something so 
brilliant. In Greek times its rising at dawn just before the Sun marked the 
start of the hottest part of the summer, a time that is now known as the 
Dog Days. "It barks forth flame and doubles the burning heat of the Sun," 
said Manilius, expressing a belief that the star had a heating effect. The 
ancient Greek writer Hesiod wrote of "heads and limbs drained dry by 
Sirius," and Virgil said, "the torrid Dog Star cracks the fields." 



As we have seen, Manilas was nearly correct! Sirius is a blue-white star, 
even larger and brighter than the Sun. It lies 8.7 light years away (this 
means it takes 8.7 years for the light which is emitted from Sirius actually 
to be visible to us on Earth), making it one of the Sun's closest neighbors 


In January 1862, Alvin G. Clark fulfilled this prediction by discovering a 
companion to Sirius A, the "white dwarf' star Sirius B or "the pup." This 
companion to Sirius has been an object of greatest interest since its 
discovery. Its mass is nearly equal to that of our Sun, while its diameter is 






19,000 miles wide ~ 40 to 50 times smaller than our sun's ~ and an 
incredible density of about 90,000 times that of our sun. 

Sirius was an object of wonder and veneration to all ancient peoples 
throughout human history. In the ancient Vedas this star was known as the 
Chieftain's star; in other Hindu writings, it is referred to as Sukra, the Rain 
God, or Rain Star. The Dog Star is also described as "he who awakens the 
gods of the air, and summons them to their office of bringing the rain." 

By the ancient Egyptians, Sirius was revered as the Nile Star, or Star of 
Isis. Its annual appearance just before dawn at the June 21 solstice, 
heralded the coming rise of the Nile, upon which Egyptian agriculture 
depended. This particular helical rising is referred to in many temple 
inscriptions, wherein the star is known as the Divine Sepat, identified as 
the soul of Isis. 

For example, in the temple of Isis-Hathor at Dedendrah, Egypt, appears the 
inscription, "Her majesty Isis shines into the temple on New Year's Day, and 
she mingles her light with that of her father on the horizon." The Arabic 
word Al Shi'ra resembles the Greek, Roman, and Egyptian names 
suggesting a common origin in Sanskrit, in which the name Surya, the Sun 
God, simply means the "shining one." 

In mythology the dog Sirius is one of the watchmen of the Heavens, fixed in 
one place at the bridge of the Milky Way, keeping guard over the abyss into 
incarnation. Its namesake the Dog Star is a symbol of power, will and 
steadfastness of purpose, exemplifying the initiate who has succeeded in 
bridging the lower and higher consciousness. 

Located just below the Dog Star is the constellation called Argo, the Ship. 
Astrologically this region in the sky has been known as the River of Stars, 
gateway to the ocean of higher consciousness. 

The association of Sirius as a celestial dog has been consistent throughout 
the classical world; even in remote China, the star was identified as a 
heavenly wolf. In ancient Chaldea (present day Iraq) the star was known as 
the "Dog Star that Leads," or it was called the "Star of the Dog." In Assyria, 
it was said to be the "Dog of the Sun." In still older Akkadia, it was named 
the "Dog Star of the Sun." 

In Greek times Aratus referred to Canis Major as the guard dog of Orion, 
following on the heels of its master and standing on its hind legs with alpha 



star Sirius carried in its jaws. The concept of the mind slaying the real can 
be seen in the tales which relate the dog as the hunter and killer ~ the 
hound from hell. 

Brilliantly blazing, the star Sirius, brightest beacon in our night sky,this star 
was granted God / Goddess status amongst many early peoples, including 
the Egyptians and Sumerians 

As the NCGR Level Two test guide and a million other sources will tell 
you, Sirius is the star whose rising signaled the flooding of the Nile and the 
beginning point of the ancient Egyptian yearly calendar. It was also 
affiliated with the goddess Isis and had the good fortune of not moving by 
precession (due to a fluke of the ancient calendar, it is said), for a very long 
time, unlike the other stars. It is also most often the brightest star in the 
sky during much of the year, and all of you should start looking for it in the 
night sky starting around August of each year. It's easy to find! 

Sirius is in the constellation Canis Major and is also known as the "dog 
star" and its rising signaled the hottest time of the summer, hence "dog 
days." However, its brightness and divine affiliation merits Sirius as a very 
potent and brilliant star when placed in a person's birth chart. Ptolemy 
gave it the nature of Mars and Jupiter - so we're back to military and 
governmental enterprise. It's a star of success although it can also be on 
the extravagant side. Sirius appears to heighten the beneficial qualities of 
that planet it is affiliated with. (Sounds like a planet we've all come to 
know and love? Hint: not Saturn.) 

Bernadette Brady extends this interpretation further: "This very strong star 
indicates that you may, by your effort, gain far more than what is expected 
- the mundane becoming sacred. Hence a small action becomes a symbol 
for the collective, a sense of ritual in daily life." Importantly, she says the 
success Sirius brings can "burn you." 

Before all of you with planets and angles at 14 Cancer get too 
excited, remember that Sirius is far from the ecliptic -- it's 40 degrees away 
from the path of the Sun! It's only 17 degrees south of the equator, as the 
zodiac in Cancer is as far north of the equator as it gets. (If you enjoy 
numbers and coordinate systems of the sky, compare the declinations and 
latitude of Fomalhaut and Sirius. A good time will be had.) 



Most astrologers, past and present, use the nearest zodiacal degree 
to locate a fixed star and place the star in a birthchart at that degree. 
That's fine when the star is close to the ecliptic but iffier when it's much 
further away. An alternative, much less used but definitely worth 
considering, is the linking of a star at an angle of a birthchart at the same 
time as a planet is at the same or another angle. Those of you familiar with 
Astrocartography or like systems know this phenomena as "paranatella" - 
literally "with or alongside stars." 

The Full Moon in Aquarius coincides with the Festival of Sirius, the Dog 
Star. Sirius is the Sun of the Sun, the central star of our galaxy. 
Astronomically, it is linked to the date of the heliacal rising of Sirius, i.e., 
when Sirius rises at the same time as the Sun. This occurs around the 8th- 
9th of August, when the Sun is at about 15 degrees of Leo. In the days of 
ancient Egypt the pyramids were all aligned so that certain portals within 
the walls of those structures channeled the light of Sirius straight into the 
king's chamber on the date of the Sirian heliacal rising. In Egypt in those 
days that marked the summer solstice--the point of 0 degrees of Cancer in 
the zodiac-and the hottest part of their summer. It also marked the coming 
of the rainy season and thus ensured prosperity for the people. 

But, due to the precession of the equinoxes that alignment no longer 
occurs at the summer solstice. It would be fascinating to learn if the 
solstice in those days corresponded to the O-degree point in both the sign 
and the constellation of Cancer, for that would mean that the pyramids 
were erected not just as indicators or markers for their time, but for all 
time. 

Sirius is Alpha Canis Major, an A1 (bluish-green) variable class star of 2.4 
solar masses with a visual magnitude of -1.46, making it the brightest fixed 
star in our heavens. It is called the Dog Star, hence the term "dog days of 
summer", and is also known as Canicula and Aschere. The Chinese knew it 
as Lang, the Celestial Wolf. It is a binary star, having a white dwarf 
companion star (a "solar moon") orbiting it, hence making its light to our 
globe variable due to periodic obscuration by its companion. It lies at a 
distance of 8.7 light-years from us, which is significant because it means 
we are closely connected with it in more ways than one. Due to its mass, it 
will end its days in a spectacular explosion (nova) and become what is 
known as a neutron star -a very small but incredibly dense dark body in 
space--a "gravity body" and potent source of x-ray and cosmic ray 



emissions (only the most massive stars become black holes). I mention all 
these facts because they will be highly significant to some read 

Astrologically, Sirius is largely seen as a benefic influence. Of it, it is said 
to produce great things from small beginnings. It is said to bring honor, 
wealth, renown, faithfulness and devotion. It makes natives who have it 
prominent in their charts custodians, curators and guardians. In aspect 
with planets it gives success, gain and fame with trines, sextiles and 
certain conjunctions, and brings violent death and loss with squares and 
oppositions. The Chinese said that when it is unusually bright or changed 
color (was not obscured by its "moon" or by atmospheric conditions) it 
portended theft and attacks from pirates. Projected onto the ecliptic it is 
found at 14 Cancer these days 

Sirius is said to be the transmitter of a mysterious faculty called "Cosmic 
Mind" to our solar system. There is a great Law which governs the relation 
of Sirius to our solar system, too, which is called the Sirian Law of Karma 
in the esoteric literature. This means, essentially, that Sirius functions as a 
limiting, judicious, but benevolent and teaching factor in relation to our 
solar system in its true, highest essence, much like Saturn does toward our 
humanity. Saturn is not evil, but it does control certain aspects of our being 
through limiting our movements and forcing us to learn, to struggle and to 
come to terms with the Law and time, hence our dislike of it. 

Source: Astrology on the Web 
souled out .org 
Wikipedia 



